EPISODES   OF  THE   GREAT  WAR         [1917

it was now evident that the Russian front was
crumbling; already divisions and batteries had
come westward, and those left behind had been
skimmed for shock-troops. Soon the process would
proceed more rapidly, and the British would be faced
with an accumulation of reserves strong enough to
bar their way. Again, the nature of the terrain
made any offensive a gamble with the weather. A
dry autumn like that of 1914 would be well enough,
but a repetition of the Somme experience must spell
disaster. The Salient was, after Verdun, the most
tortured of the Western battlefields.

In Flanders the nature of the ground did not per-
mit of a second Siegfried Line. Deep dug-outs and
concrete-lined trenches were impossible because of
the waterlogged soil, and he was compelled to find
new tactics. The solution was the "pill-box."
These were small concrete forts, sited among the
ruins of a farm or in some derelict piece of woodland,
often raised only a yard or two above the ground
level, and bristling with machine guns. The low
entrance was at the rear, and the ordinary pill-box
held from twenty to forty men. It was easy to
make, for the wooden or steel framework could be
brought up on any dark night and filled with con-
crete. They were echeloned in depth with great
skill; and, in the wiring, alleys were left so that an
unwary advance would be trapped among them and
exposed to enfilading fire. Their small size made
them a difficult mark for heavy guns, and since they
were protected by concrete at least three feet thick,
they were impregnable to the ordinary barrage of
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